Studies on suppressor T cells in tolerance.
(1) Evidence is provided that tolerance induced in mice to HSA depends on a suppressive mechanism which inhibits the responsiveness of potentially competent cells. (2) the suppression is apparently the function of suppressor T cells which are comparatively radiosensitive and are resistant to cortisone. (3) The cortisone resistant suppressor cells are apparently the progeny of cortisone-sensitive precursors, the differentiation of which into mature suppressors seems to be signalled by antigen. (4) The precursor lymphocytes are comparatively short functioning cells (about 14 days), while the mature suppressor T cells function for at least two months.